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SOVIET LEAGUE OR ASIATIC 


room —= 


NATIONALISM? 


HE result of the Odessa meeting 

of November 13 between M. Chi- 
cherin, Soviet Commissar for Foreign Af- 
fairs, and Tewfik Ruchdi Bey, Turkish 
Foreign Minister, has been announced 
in an official communiqué as consolidat- 
ing the relations of friendship which ex- 
ist between the two governments. 


The factors which have brought about 
this exhibition of solidarity between Tur- 
key and Russia, are difficult to determine 
and isolate. On the one hand, it is as- 
serted that Turkey seeks support against 
the real or fancied designs of Italy on 
Adalia. The system of treaties which 
Mussolini has concluded with the Bal- 
kan States and Czechoslovakia, besides 
one pending with Rumania, have been 
watched with some anxiety both in An- 
gora and Moscow. Turkey will seek sup- 
port either in Russia or in the League of 
Nations. Her immediate policy will de- 
cide the portentous question of the align- 
ment of forces where Asia and Europe 
meet. 

On the other hand, a London rumor 
connects the Odessa meeting with events 
in the Orient and evokes the spectre of 
an Asiatic League controlled by Soviet 
Russia and directed against Britain. The 
interest of Moscow in the Chinese move- 
ment, where recent events point to a 
growing sense of national unity, express- 
ed in anti-foreignism, is well known. The 
Peking government refused on October 
27 to renew the Belgian treaty of amity 
and commerce, the first of the western 
treaties to expire. Anti-foreign outbreaks 
have increased in frequency. The Can- 
tonese, even though they abandoned their 
boycott of British trade on October 10, 
immediately seized customs jurisdiction 
in their territory. The presence of Dr. 
Alfred Sze in Angora is taken as an in- 
dication of Chinese concerr. in the policy 


carried out by Turkey when she renounc- . 
ed her foreign capitulations. The grow- 
ing sense of nationalism in the Orient 
as a whole has for several years found 
expression in a campaign for autonomous 
government not only throughout the 
Asiatic Continent, but also in the Philip- 
pine and East Indian Archipelagos. 


A renewal in November, 1926, of re- 
ligious and nationalistic outbreaks in 
Dutch Java was reported as inspired by 
both Russian and Chinese Communists. 
In their struggle for autonomy the Asi- 
atics are not confining their opposition 
to ‘Great Britain in particular but op- 
pose all foreign rule, regardless of its 
nationality. The objectives of Moscow, 
however, in lending support to the na- 
tionalist movements are more directly 
anti-British in their character. In a re- 
cent speech before the Communist party 
at Moscow, M. Bucharin, who is marked 
as Zinovieff’s successor as president of 
the Third International, urged maximum 
support to the Cantonese revolutionary 
movement: 

“A victorious Chinese revolution,” he said, 
“would have an immediate and enormous 
response in a whole series of colonial nations 
in India, Indo-Asia, and the Dutch East In- 
dies, where at the present moment there is 
a civil war in progress .... The English coal 
strike and the nationalist revolution in China 
seem to me the most important points for the 
application of the forces of the Communist 
party. British capitalism, more than any 
other, is faced with the danger of its own 
collapse.”’ 

The objectives of the Soviet govern- 
ment and the Asiatic nationalists coin- 
cide so far as the expulsion of all foreign 
economic and political interests are con- 
cerned. It is another question as to what 


extent strictly Communist principles may 
be grafted onto the Oriental program or 
whether Russia’s influence would be tol- 
erated by victorious nationalism. 


RESIDENT COOLIDGE’S Armistice 

Day speech is illustrative of how much 
can be forgotten in eight years. Appar- 
ently without waiting for formal re- 
sponses from the signatories of the Court 
Protocol! who met together in Geneva last 
September and there decided on a com- 
mon reply, Mr. Coolidge has chosen to 
assume that the Senate would not accept 
their proposed terms, and that the Ge- 
neva counter proposals are not even a 
possible basis for further negotiation. 
Whatever his motives in thus issuing an 
ultimatum that the fifty members of the 
Court must accept all of the Senatorial 
reservations without qualification, he 
has made America’s present adherence 
to the Court impossible, and this with 
scarcely a suggestion of regret. 


Senators Swanson and Walsh, Demo- 
cratic leaders of the Court fight in the 
Senate are quoted as saying that “the 
President’s speech accurately expresses 
the attitude of the Senate.” 


His only other concrete and significant 
statement of policy was his expression of 
hope that in the next war, wealth be 
conscripted on the same terms as man- 
power. 


DEFINITE outcome of the British 

Imperial Conference still in session in 
London is the designation of a full- 
fledged minister to represent Canada at 
Washington. He will take his place be- 
side the Irish minister appointed in June, 
1924. The Australian High Commis- 
sioner, it is expected, will also be given 
the status of minister. At London the 
High Commissioners of the Dominions 
are to be given a higher status than that 
hitherto enjoyed. 


Meanwhile, Ireland is taking the lead 
in an attempt to obtain recognition of the 
right of the Dominions to register inter- 
imperial treaties with the League of Na- 
tions. Five such agreements were 
transmitted to Geneva two weeks ago 
by Ireland but they will not be registered 
if the British Government repeats its 
protest of December, 1924, against reg- 
istration on the grounds that such con- 
ventions are not truly international in 
character. 


REEK elections, held November 7, 

were a striking victory for the mod- 
erate forces, and may have begun a more 
stable period in the political history of 
Greece. An election in which all politi- 
cal parties participated for the first time 
since 1920 obviously repudiated military 
dictatorships. 

The elections were held under the sys- 
tem of proportional representation. Sixty 
parties voted on several thousand candi- 
dates for 287 assembly seats. It is not 
surprising, therefore, that no faction se- 
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cured a working majority. The various 
Republican parties have 158 seats, 108 
belonging to the Liberal Unionists, under 
Kafandaris and Michalakopoulos. The 
Royalist factions have 128 seats, of 
which 64 belong to the Tsaldaris group; 
54 to the Moderate Royalists under Me- 
taxas. Since these last.are not support- 
ing a monarchy at present, a coalition 
cabinet of Liberal Unicnists and Moder- 
ate Royalists— which is predicted — 
would seem to assure a republic. The 
Chamber convenes November 26. 


RANGEL ISLAND, to which the 

United States has had an inchoate 
title since 1881, has recently been occu- 
pied and colonized by the Soviet govern- 
ment. The island is regarded as a val- 
uable aerial base. 


Mme. Kollantay, Soviet minister to 
Mexico, has been refused a transit visa 
by the State Department on account of 
her Communist proclivities. The refusal 
is based upon the existing immigration 
law, which forbids entrance into the 
United States to avowed anarchists or 
communists. Critics of Secretary Kel- 
logg’s action ask why, if this law is man- 
datory, it does not prevent the admission 
and continued residence here of com- 
munist trade officials. 


The Vice-President of the American 
Federation of Labor, Matthew Woll, has 
attacked Sherwood Eddy’s report favor- 
ing recognition of Russia in a letter to 
President Coolidge made public Novem- 
ber 15. Mr. Woll asserts that there is 
“no vestige of evidence’’ that the Soviet 
Government has undergone a fundamen- 
tal change under Stalin. “On the con- 
trary Stalin has continued his revolu- 
tionary and anti-foreign pronounce- 
ments.” 


Mr. Reginald McKenna, former British 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, pledged the 
support of British and American bank- 
ers to Premier Poincaré in a conference 
on November 14, according to inspired 
press dispatches from Paris. The con- 
ditions under which these credits are 
said to be available to France are: 
first, the ratification of the pending debt 
agreements by the French Government; 
and, second, the stablilization of the 
franc and return to the gold standard. 


The consolidation of the Italian float- 
ing debt of 20,500,000,000 lire ($879,- 
000,000) was announced by Finance 
Minister Volpi on November 7. The Ital- 
ian treasury is to issue a new loan bear- 
ing 5 per cent interest, which holders of 
the ordinary treasury bonds maturing in 
five or seven years must accept in ex- 
change for their present holdings. 
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